Forton Parish Council							2023 – 2024


Forton Parish Council
Minutes of the Forton Parish Council Meeting held
at Methodist Church Hall, Hollins Lane on 
Monday 8th January 2024 at 7pm
	Present: 
Cllrs Janet Huddart, Peter Young, Sue Tresilian, June Farebrother, Wesley Wilson, Lesley Dodgson, Neil Wigglesworth, Andrew Redmayne.
	
Note

	
	

	In attendance:  
Mrs H Alcock - Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer.
	
Note

	
	

	1795. Apologies for Absence: 
Borough Cllr C Walker, County Cllr M Salter, PCSO Denise Creighton.
	
Note

	
	

	1796. Notification of Interests
There were no declarations of interest nor any request for a dispensation for any item on the agenda.
	
Note

	
	

	1797. Minutes of the last Meeting
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th December 2023 were confirmed and signed as a true record.
	
Note

	
	

	1798. Public Participation
Six members of the public present.  
A Tansy Lane resident raised concerns over the volume of HGV traffic using the lane, the surface on this adopted road is now eroding badly with large potholes created after large machines are using on a regular basis.  The Clerk was asked to collate comments and issue a letter to LCC to establish if there is any weight restriction on Tansy Lane and what can be done about the condition of the road.
	




Clerk


	
	

	1799. Parish Council Champion and Grant Scheme
Cllr Paul Rigby provided an overview of his role within LCC over the last 14 years.  Cllr Rigby advised that a £10k budget was available to Parish Councils in Lancashire.  The Clerk was asked to contact Cllr Rigby for an application form.
	

Clerk

	
	

	1800. Planning
The following planning applications were discussed: -
Application number: 23/01178/FUL
Location: Spout House, Hollins Lane, Forton
Proposal: Extension to existing B2 workshop for the storage of timber
Resolved: Clerk to advise planning the Parish Council have no objections
	



Clerk


	
	

	1801. Community Hall update
Cllr Young advised he had updated his community hall timeline document, Clerk to circulate to all Councillors and Borough Cllr Walker.
	

Clerk

	
	

	1802. Progress on Persimmon Homes – Cllr Young
Cllr Young provided the following update:-
Sewage and surface water pipes have been installed under School Lane and temporary traffic lights removed.  Work on the new temporary access road is complete; it is not yet in use.  Work has started on the improvements to the A6 / School Lane junction with a new traffic lane between School Lane and where the attenuation pond will be.  Details of the whole scheme can be found in 18/00469/OULMAJ in a letter from LCC dated 25.8.20 – published on 29.9.20.
	




Note


	
	

	1803.  Precept 2024 / 2025
Correspondence relating to Precept Notification from Wyre Council dated 15.12.23 was circulated to Councillors and it was agreed that the precept application should remain at £21k – Clerk to notify Wyre prior to deadline of 10.1.24.
	

Clerk

	
	

	1804. Finance
The following payments for December were checked and agreed: -
Easy Website - £27.60
Frances Forestry - £510.00
SLCC Cilca Qualification - £450.00
Cancer Research Donation - £115.00
Clerks wages - £408.20
Clerks expenses - £26.00
An invoice from Hollins Lane Methodist Church for £80 for was approved for payment.
	





Note

	
	

	1805.  Parish Reports / Issues from Councillors
Parish Maintenance
Invasive weeds reported on Stony Lane bridge – Ref 3829372

Clerk was asked to write to Whittingham family regarding fence around pond area in School Lane.  Cllr Huddart to arrange signage regarding pond ownership.

Road surface on Whinney Brow Lane – Cllr Dodgson to compile a detailed report on road surface for Clerk to forward on to Rupert Swarbrick Portfolio Holder for LCC.
Cllr Farebrother to resend pothole update on Stony Lane & White Carr Lane

Cllr Redmayne to replace wooden chairs in North & South bound bus stops by Hollies due to splintering and replace with two plastic chairs.

Sofas dumped on Travel Lodge car park on 20.11.23 and then moved to verge area on 31.12.23 have now been removed by Services.

Litter pickers reported they are collecting approximately half a bag per day currently.  Clerk to order a litter picker for Tansy Lane resident who volunteered to collect litter whilst dog walking.

Hollins Lane updates
Flood water on lane removed with a vacuum sucker – no rainfall since.
LALC
No updates.
	

Note

Clerk/
Cllr Huddart

Cllr Dodgson
Cllr Farebrother

Cllr Redmayne


Note


Clerk



Note

	
	

	1806. Cllr Huddart updates
Footpaths – condition survey carried out 5 or 6 years ago and needs updating, four volunteers needed.  Cllr Huddart to circulate maps.  Clerk to add as an agenda item for next month’s meeting.

Cllr Redmayne reported a dangerous style on footpath from Lunesdale Drive to Cockerham Road. Cllr Redmayne to take photo and forward to clerk for reporting.
	

Cllr Huddart 
Clerk

Cllr Redmayne

	
	

	1807.  Clerks updates
The Clerk confirmed the following: 
A thank you email for the Christmas Tree donations had been received by Terry & Ian Bold, total donations raised on their Just Giving Page for Cancer Research came to £2,824.
	


Note

	
	

	1808. Date & Time of Next Meeting
The date of the next meeting is Monday 5th February 2024 at 7pm
	
Note

	
	

	1809. Agenda items for next meeting
Footpath condition surveys
	
Clerk

	
	

	There being no other business the Chair closed the meeting at 8.45pm
	Note




Minutes prepared by: ……………………………………………. Hilary Alcock (Clerk)

Approved by: ……………………………………………….….. Janet Huddart (Chairman)

Date: …………………………………
